
 

Rolf’s Southern Spain 
Trip Tips 

Here are my recommendations for you 
while in Southern Spain. Olé! Enjoy!

Most trips to Spain will start in Madrid or 
Barcelona, so I am including some quick 
tips for Madrid,  a city where I lived for 3 
years.

Getting Around:  
From Airport: 
In Madrid getting to the center,  the 
metro or taxi are best. 

Taxis: 
Taxi Cabs in Madrid are OK. Elsewhere, 
especially in Spain they are SUPER 
expensive. Always make sure you settle 
the price in advance.

Bus:  
Cheap and good.

Air: 
Cheap flights are easy to buy online. 
trivago.com or Kayak.com

Train: 
Probably the best way to travel in 
Spain. Renfe has a very good network 
of high speed trains (AVE).

Rental Car: 
If you are covering a lot of Spain,  a 
rental car is the way to go. Super cheap 
weekly rentals can be found in Madrid 
and Malaga. Get a Diesel car,  as it is 
cheaper to fill up, and they drive way 
better. They may ask you for an 
international license, but normally your 
regular one will do.

Safety:
Spain is a safe city as far as petty crime 
is concerned. But beware of your 
belongings at all times -  but specially 
when parking your car, smash and 
grabs are always happening so never 
leave anything important in your car!

Lodging: 
Spain has some fantastic hotels! Every 
hotel has a rating from 1 to 5 stars. 
There are also distinctions between 
Hotels and Hostals depending on the 
services offered. Some Hostals are as 
good as 5 Star hotels. Then there are 
also Casa Rurales. My favorite are the 
state run chain of Paradores Nacionales 
which usually are in amazing locations.
https://www.parador.es/

Money: 
Credit Cards are accepted at hotels and 
some restaurants. Use banks for 
exchanging money. ATM’s work very 
well. La Caxia and Sabadell charge the 
lowest ATM fees.

Cell Phone Service:
Buy a local SIM Card from Movistar or 
Yoigo

Madrid
Where to Stay:

Airport Area:

Axor Hotels

4, Calle Campezo, 28022 Madrid, Spain
https://goo.gl/maps/rhLphKhj3U92
 
Downtown:

Petit Palace Chueca
https://g.page/petit-palace-chueca?
share

W Palace Hotel
https://goo.gl/maps/ZzyoGXfUADu

Ritz Hotel
https://goo.gl/maps/DkJKGyGSHeL2

Where to Eat: 
Madrid has some of the best food in the 
world,  but it is not super cheap.
Eat: Cochinillo Asado, Tapas
Drink: Wine! Tempranillo, Rioja, Ribera 
del Duero... 

El Sobrino Botin 

Sobrino de Botín, founded in 1725, is 
the oldest restaurant continuously 
operating in the world, according to the 
Guinness Book of Records. The 
suckling pig is amazing.

Calle Cuchilleros, 17, 28005 Madrid, 
Spain
+34 913 66 42 17

https://goo.gl/maps/p66oAMnkqsC2
 

What to See & Do: 
Madrid has some fantastic museums 
and shopping. The Prado is great,  but 
my favorites are the Thyssen and the 
Reina Sofia.

Museo Thyssen & Reina Sofia
Located near the Prado Museum on one 
of the city's main boulevards,  known as 
part of the "Golden Triangle of Art", 
which also includes the Prado and the 
Reina Sofia national galleries.

Puerta del Sol

Plaza Mayor (Botin Area)

https://goo.gl/maps/pQsa7LD3bET2
Palacio Real

Plaza Santa Ana (Tapas Area)

My Madrid Walking Tour:  

Click below to open tour in Google Maps
https://goo.gl/maps/pQsa7LD3bET2

Shopping:

El Rastro Sunday Flea Market.

Mercado de San Miguel

Calle Serrano has fancy shops and 
boutiques.

Transport: 
Trains: 
All trains heading South and West leave 
from Atocha Train Station. It is a 
wonderful old station, and the trains will 
get you almost anywhere in about 2 or 3 
hrs.  Trains to the North leave from the 
Chamartin Station. Both can be reached 
by Metro.

Airport: 
Barajas is a giant airport. It is about 20 
mins from anywhere in the center to the 
airport by taxi. You can also take the 
metro.

Metro: 
The Metro is probably the best way to 
get around, as it is cheap and has lots of 
stations.

Southern Spain

Málaga
The capital of the province on the Costa 
del Sol. The port is now used by many 
of the cruise ships lines.  

I grew up in the beautiful white mountain 
town of Mijas, also in Málaga. 

Whilst Málaga itself is an interesting 
city,  and famous for being the birthplace 
of Picasso, the rest of the coast of 
Málaga is overbuilt, and full of cheap 
tourists who are there for cheap drinks 
and sun. Once you drive inland, it is still 
typical and much more like old Spain.

Málaga has very good shopping, 
amazing museums, and various 
interesting sites to see.  Best of all, lots 
of great places to just sit in the sun, 
drink a coffee, taste the local tapas and 
people watch!

The Museo Picasso is a MUST VISIT if 
you are in Malaga!

Place to Stay: 
Parador del Gibralfaro
https://goo.gl/maps/dmfhGspBYHn
https://www.parador.es/

Place to Eat: 
Cafe Central
Has amazing churros and chocolate!
https://goo.gl/maps/eUeP7mqwrcn

Pez Tomillo

Awesome Place, s good as it gets! 
Fantastic food, trendy locals!
https://goo.gl/maps/DFzqNr23vN52

Place to See:

Castillo del Gibralfaro
https://goo.gl/maps/dmfhGspBYHn

Catedral de Malaga
https://goo.gl/maps/3tzgR4DTXhC2

Calle Larios (Shopping)
https://goo.gl/maps/eUeP7mqwrcn

Museo Picasso
https://goo.gl/maps/ufim8UqZ6Bm

Provincia de Málaga  

Mijas Pueblo  
(Not Mijas Costa..!)

Mijas Pueblo is overrun by tourists, but it 
has the charm of an old Andalusian 
village.  I grew up in the foothills. It’s 
located about ¾ hr drive from Málaga or 
30 mins from the Málaga International 
Airport. It has some amazing views of 
the coastline and Africa from the 
gardens and lookout point,  south of the 
church. The bullring is the only square 
bullring, and also the smallest in Spain.  

Place to Stay: 
Hostal Mijas
https://goo.gl/maps/
9v1M5enzBBQG4fPFA

Places to See: 
Plaza de Toros
View of the coastline
Burro Taxi

Fuengirola Zoo
https://goo.gl/maps/
syMXf9s2RTD9TtLs8

Benalmádena Pueblo (Not 
Benalmádena Costa..!)

Benalmádena Pueblo is the only place 
on the coast between Malaga and 
Marbella that I would recommend. 
Benalmádena Pueblo is not overrun by 
tourists and still holds the charm of an 
old Andalusian village. 
It’s located about ½ hr drive from the 
Málaga,  or 20 mins from the Málaga 
International Airport. It has some 
spectacular views over the coastline and 
Africa,  if you get a clear day. 

Place to Stay:

Hostal Casa Rosa
Nicely located clean and charming guest 
house.

https://goo.gl/maps/
ZNkpK2PAfsqB5uZv5

Place to Eat:
Eat on the main Plaza, all restaurants 
there are good, especially the one with 
the view as above.

For drinks and a light snack and 
amazing view,  La Cupula is the place 
to be. It is up by the church,  overlooking 
the coast. It has a chilled atmosphere 
and spectacular views!
https://goo.gl/maps/
XEVKMJatSGeLpVEg9

Marbella

Marbella used to be the Jet Set hotspot 
of the Costa del Sol,  while it's not 
overrun by cheap tourists, the old part of 
town is wonderful, especially around the 
Plaza de Naranjos. About ¼ hr drive 
from  Marbella is Puerto Banús, a 
marina that has some good dining and 
fancy boutiques.

Place to Stay:
Marbella Club Hotel
https://goo.gl/maps/
pnhhdCKrqcBf7BBW9

Places to See:
Puerto Banus
Plaza Naranjos

Nerja

Nerja is  not totally overrun by tourists 
and the Balcon de Europa has been 
nicely renovated. Nerja is about a 1 hr 
drive from East of Málaga or 2 hrs from 
Granada via the Alpujara Region (a 
spectacular drive!).  Just outside of 
Nerja arethe Cuevas de Nerja, some of 
the most spectacular caves in the world!

Place to Stay:
Hotel Balcon de Europa

Places to See:
Balcon de Europa
Nerja Caves

Ronda 

Ronda is a fantastic city located about 
1½ hr drive from  Marbella or 2 hrs from 
Algeciras. An amazing drive with 
spectacular views of Gibraltar and Africa 
via the Pueblos Blancos Road. I highly 
recommend that road over the one to 
Estepona/Marbella if you are coming 
from Cadiz.

Place to Stay:

Parador Nacional de Ronda
https://www.parador.es/

Hotel Polo

Nice small classic hotel centrally 
located.

https://goo.gl/maps/
HGJoSouCi4K81Krd7

Parking:
Park under the Plaza de Socorro
https://goo.gl/maps/Mwip5ZpCPNJ2

My Ronda Walking Tour:

 https://goo.gl/maps/NmUifDtMUUF2
 
Sevilla to Ronda Along A 
Very Scenic Drive: 




To Open In Google Maps Click Below:
https://goo.gl/maps/6S5TXf7cMGt

Sevilla

One of Spain’s most interesting and 
historically rich cities, home to some of 
the best Ferias in Spain (Easter & 
Romeria)

Getting Around: 

Park as soon as you get into town 
and WALK!!!: There is a public car 
parking at the bottom of the hill once 
you are entering town at the first major 
fork in the road as you are up the hill or 
else there are some private garage right 
as you get up the hill in town.

Where to Stay:

Hotel Doña Maria - Across from the 
Giralda. Great views of the cathedral 
from the pool…
Calle Don Remondo, 19, 41004 Sevilla, 
Spain

https://goo.gl/maps/7K3aLqnH3Nz

Places to See & Do

La Giralda
https://goo.gl/maps/fXtYFViVaEK2
Be sure not to miss the Columbus 
grave,  and a hike up the tower. How 
long how strenuous??

Archivo de las Indias
https://goo.gl/maps/D4g3RvBcm2U2

Plaza de España
https://goo.gl/maps/Tj9RdG2dPPC2

World Fair Expo Grounds
Run dow,  but still some interesting 
structure to be seen.

Torre del Oro
https://goo.gl/maps/gm3LREoq5QL2

Plaza de Toros
https://goo.gl/maps/kuJ3PcsDdi12

My Sevilla Walking Tour:

https://goo.gl/maps/UPxorYpBUnQ2

Just walk around the streets and plazas 
around the Giralda, as far as you can 
go. Beware of pickpockets…

Cádiz 

On of Spain's most interesting cities that 
very few tourists visit. It’s from where 
Christopher Columbus left for the 
Americas. The Casco Viejo is very 
interesting, and has some wonderful 
architecture and Torres. The coast East 
of Cádiz has some of mainland Spain’s 
best beaches that have not been totally 
destroyed by tourism, but can be windy!
 
 

Provincia de Cádiz 

Vejer de La Frontera 




https://goo.gl/maps/EBguHAsi3hr

My favorite town in Southern Spain!! It is 
a jewel of a village nestled on top of a 
hill overlooking the countryside. 

 

Getting Around:
Park as soon as you get into town 
and WALK!!!: There is a public parking 
at the bottom of the hill  once you are 
entering town at the first major fork in 
the road as you are up the hill or else 
there are some private garage right as 
you get up the hill in town.
https://goo.gl/maps/5X6cxcrFqmA2

Where to Stay:
El Jardin del Califa

https://goo.gl/maps/oCQL5nyyiWv:

 
 

Where to Eat:
Vejer has some amazing crazy trendy 
restaurants for a small village,  I suggest 
you go for Tapeo,  and try them all!!

Corredera 55
https://goo.gl/maps/qkcYXBxiqpH2

Tárifa 

The WindSurf and Kite boarding Mecca 
of Europe. Tárifa is a very cool little 
village overlooking the straits of 
Gibraltar and Africa. It is also the 
gateway to Africa,  as it is here where 
you can get the ferry over to Tangiers, 
Morocco, which is an exotic little 
overnight getaway.

https://goo.gl/maps/EBguHAsi3hr

Getting Around: 
Park and WALK!!!: There is easy 
parking once you are in the town. Else 
there are some private garages,  right 
as you get up the hill in town.

Where to Stay:
Hurricane Hotel

Just outside of Tarifa heading towards 
Cadiz. A classic old hotel which has a 
super cool vibe to it. I love this place! If 
you don’t stay here, at least have a 
coffee or lunch there.

https://goo.gl/maps/RMhrk1fjck82
 

Where to Eat: 

Tarifa has some amazing restaurant,  I 
suggest you go for tapas at the Bar El 
Frances: https://goo.gl/maps/
isyafeSyUNx
 

Bolonia
https://goo.gl/maps/EBguHAsi3hr
About 30 mins  West of Tarifa heading 
towards Cádiz.
Bolonia is  great little seaside village 
that has been overlooked by mass 
tourism. It has great beaches and 
interesting Roman Ruins of Claudio 
Bello,  the museum is worth the trip. It’s 
also the place to get the best Tuna in 
Spain.

Where to Stay:
Hormiga Voladora Hostal

A charming small hostel which is more 
like a little old village. I love this place 
but it is a bit pricey for what you get! If 
you don’t stay here, at least come to 
Bolonia and see it and the ruins.
https://goo.gl/maps/HaGrT3Z1aQr

See and Do:
Beach and Dunes at Cabo Polinia

Roman Ruins of Claudio Bello
https://goo.gl/maps/RneYrvFwMsn

Córdoba 

The once capital of Arab Spain. It was 
an important Roman city and a major 
Islamic center in the Middle Ages. It’s 
best known for La Mezquita, an 
immense mosque dating from 784 A.D.

Córdoba's real charms unfold as you 
explore the winding, stone-paved lanes 
of the medieval city to the west, north 
and east of the gaudy touristic area 
immediately around the Mezquita, 
wandering between wrought-iron 
balconies and lamps, potted plants, 
overhanging trees, golden-stone 
buildings and verdant interior patios

See and Do:
Mezquita de Cordoba
https://goo.gl/maps/PQmk1iqwpUo
Medina Azahara
Calleja de Flores
https://goo.gl/maps/qeZL5hWFwkS2

Granada 

One of Spain's most interesting cities 
and the heart for Flamenco and Gitano 
culture. The Casco Viejo is very 
beautiful and has some nice architecture 
and the Alcazaba de Granada is a one 
of the best examples of moorish 
architecture in the world! But it does get 
busy so you have to get tickets in 
advance and go early!

Place to Stay:
Parador Nacional del Granada - 

See and Do: 
Visit the Alcazaba - A world heritage site
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